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Press release
POSITAL-FRABA Offers Sensor Buyers “A Million Possibilities”

Köln – POSITAL-FRABA has committed to provide buyers of position and motion sensors with an unparalleled range of choices in terms of device options and performance characteristics. “Our objective is to provide machine builders, system integrators and OEMs with exactly the right devices for their projects” explains Christian Fell, head of POSITAL-FRABA’s North American operations. “We want them to be able to order just what they need, at the right price, and have our products delivered to their job site within a matter of days, with no need for compromises or work-arounds!” 
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	Illustration: POSITAL offers a million possibilities.


POSITAL’s rotary encoders, inclinometers and linear position sensors are based on a highly modular design that makes it possible to deliver a wide range of different models – over 250,000 at the latest count. Moreover, some of the latest encoders are programmable so that measurement characteristics and interface settings can be modified through an easy-to-use programming interface. This provides end users, system integrators and distributors with an effectively unlimited number of ways of configuring their sensors – hence the “million possibilities”. A highly flexible manufacturing system assembles products on an as-ordered basis. “Except for some high-volume items” continues Fell, “almost everything we produce is built to satisfy a specific customer request, with order fulfilment typically within two weeks”. Each product is fully tested and a complete record of each device’s history is maintained by the company. The company’s products are used in motion control systems for industrial robots, packaging systems, medical equipment and mobile machinery for the construction, mining and energy industries.
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Company background
POSITAL, a highly specialized manufacturer of absolute and incremental rotary encoders as well as inclinometers, belongs to the FRABA group which dates back to 1918, when its predecessor Franz Baumgartner elektrische Apparate GmbH, a producer of relays, was established. In 1963, the parent company introduced the first metallic brush-based absolute rotary encoders, and developed optical absolute encoders in the 1970s. Founded in the 1980s, the company’s encoder division established itself as a successful supplier for the machine building industry. In 1993, the management consultant Christian Leeser, his brother Dr. Achim Leeser, and Axel Wiemann, head of the encoder division, acquired the company and restructured it with a new management. Today, the group consists of independent companies that employ a staff of 120 at locations in Germany, Singapore, and the USA, and operate a state-of-the-art production plant in Poland. Over the last few years, POSITAL has developed various innovative products, including optical and magnetic safety encoders as well as high-resolution magnetic multi-turn encoders.
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